In 2013, while surveying for five-needle white pine cone crops in northeastern Nevada, we observed white pine blister rust, caused by the rust pathogen Cronartium ribicola Fisch., infecting branches and stems of limber pines (Pinus flexilis James) on Pine Mountain (41.76975° N, 115.61622°W), Humboldt National Forest, Elko County, Nevada. Nearby whitebark pines (P. albicaulis Engelm.) were also infected. Pine Mountain rises to 2,636 m, is sparsely forested, and is located 11.25 km west of the Jarbidge Mountains, where infection by blister rust on whitebark pine was first reported at Coon Creek Summit in 2004 (Vogler and Charlet 2004). In mid-June 2014, we revisited Pine Mountain to collect aeciospores from infections on pine; however, no sporulation was observed, though symptoms (branch and stem swellings, bark lesions, and traces of the previous year's bleached aeciospores) were visible on both pine species. In mid-June 2015, we returned to Pine Mountain and collected several vials of rust aeciospores from sporulating single-branch infections on three limber and two whitebark pines.
